@ This wok begins

from the cor park of
the Hinlon Arms public
house, The londscape
of hedgerows, lanes,
and woods has hardly
changed since the day
of the baltle, As you
lecve the car park turn
nght, taking core as you
fellow the path along
the side of the A272,

It is barely light on the
morning of 29 March
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tate, you walk on
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the rood, as the light
Improvas, You are
gresiad by an awasome
gite, Looming oul of

the mist, in the fislds

on your right, is the
Parliamentary force,
10,000 sfrong. If is so

close you can smell the horses and hear
the shouls of commond. To the reor are
the cannon, in the centre the main body of

troops, pikemen ond muskeleers, flanked to

left and nght by cavalry.

Jusl posl the bus stop on your left, you turn
north, away from the main road. You are
attempting to clear the Pardiamentarian
linas, but fime is running out, Will this route
lead you to safely or leave you in no man's
land between two opposing armies?
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9 Y:hu have been walking up o gentle indine, the north side of o ‘\
ghallow valley, but before you reach the crest of the ridge stop of -"E'\

the crossroods.

Through the morning misl you begin 1o moke out the distindiva
sownds of ircops and cavalry preparing for batile, This is the
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Royalist force of 7,000 and they ore direclly ohead of you, %

although if is impessicle to say how far.
Al the crossroads you furn right, olong Cheritan Lane and fry te
exit the batilefiald, but it may already be too late.
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@ A:‘- you reach the end o

rmingled with shouts and cnes, some distonce away on your lefl, The battle has
begun. Mow curiosily gets the beller of you, you must hove a closer loak, This
is your chance to see history in the making.

You lurn fordh, off Chenten Lone, along a short sirelch of track jaining
Alresford Lane. Follow this route 1o the edge of Cherilon Wood,
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fthe lane you hear the sound of musked shols,
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% T’E (DIAE you reach the ridge furn righd,
\ O along the rear of the Royalist |inas.
. C herih}n Bord's adion hos resulted in
ﬂ,ﬁ increasing numbers of Revalisl freops
Ve Wﬂ'ﬂd being commilted fo the altack. Lesing
v the odvaniage of the high ground,
LY they angage with fhe advancing Pordiomentanan muskeleers
A\ Fierca fighting has broken cud all along the line. 'With one
\ last roll of the die the Royalists send in their cavalry.
—‘
v \ 6'}5“ thiz paint you turn left, off ' gﬂﬁar you reach the end of the lane,
\ the road, aleng the footpath, mminua_-:vr\ a shaort dismncle: along the
You can clearly hear the sound read "‘"‘:h":h,"""Jl then hﬂu,t' right laking yod
Laneé_ _ A of batite oz you approach the to a T junction and the site of & memarial
uu'ﬂh B 5 1,3 ridge, @ posifion the Royalist commemaraling Ilht_1rc:~ap$ frnm both
- B corncncirlain vt sl i sides who lost their lives during The baltle.
- \N’ N s hold. But one of their officers, This high ground, sccupied by the Royalis
G , Sir Henry Bard, has roshly force, affers (ke best view of the battlefiald
™ ok his infantry in on Cherilon Woad, now in Reyalist hands,
\.. attack. Surprisad by can be seen on the left although the main
Pesltarranioio Parliarmentary army is obseurad by East
e cavalry, his man Dot i1t the middle distonce. Hoplon
- - - e Ql are being cul now lales the decision lo move his froops
" 1o pisces. forward anta this ridge. You decids 1o
fl;!l“i.-.-w.
Re-drace your sleps along the road to the
junetion with Alresford Lone, and conlinue
along the raod os it bears right onto
™~ Badshear Lone.

@ Yﬂu turn right, seeking shelter down the sunken hallow of Cheriton Lone as tha balile
rages in the fislds above. Whaen it is safe you walk back along the lane and turn righ
towards the rood.

The wrackage of batle litters the fields. As many as 500 may have died with mony more
wounded. The Royolisis have been forced back 1o their original pesifion from where
Hopton will moke on ordered retreot to Bosing Housae, sacking Alresford on his way.
Qur story of the baltle is now cver and your journey through it almest of an end.
Raturning to tha AZ72, turn left back to the Hinton Arms.
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@ The terrain only allows the covalry o odvonce in smaoll groups dewn two lonaes.
You tollow one group o= it mokes its way down the lane fowards Cherifon.
Forliomentarian troopers are deployed and waiting for them. Oulnumbered and hammed in
by the desp sunken lanes, they ore beoten back. Mow Waller makes his move. Looping round
both Hlanks of the Royolist force, his intantry advance, every ditch and
hedgerow is contested os the Royolists begin o give ground. r-
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@ D uring the night the Parliamentarian
commander, William Waller, positioned o
mixed force of cannon, cavalry and musket in
the wood in o attempt to cutflank the Royalisi
lina. Ralph Hopten, the Royalist commander, guickly moved to counter the threat,
sanding a force of 1,000 musketeers to foke the wood.

The sound of fighting is getting dozer. Several ridarlass horses come coreering
aut of the trees, with the remaining Parliomentary troops doze behind.

Hopton's musketeers, now using their musksts o= clubs, hove routed Waller's
inaxperienced London Brigode who are now in full retreat back 1o the safety of
their own lines, and you are in their way|

You decide to continue along Alresford Lane, ot o recsonable poce, o the

relative safaty of the Royalist position. After all, they do appear to be winning.
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